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Special Education Statistics

The costs associated with public education for students with disabilities (as federally mandated by Individuals with Disabilities Education Act [IDEA]) are staggering.

Disability Levels Continue to Skyrocket
· U. S. public schools served 4,717,000 students under IDEA in 1991.  By 2006, the number rose to 6,713,000 – a 42% increase in the number of special education students served*
· The percentage of total public school enrollment served during the same period jumped from 11.6% to 13.8%, a 21% increase in the percentage of the public school population served under IDEA*
· Autism is the fastest growing population in special education, growing at 17% per year**
· 67 new cases of autism diagnosed daily (almost 1 per 20 minutes)**
· Autism effects 1 in 150 students, and 1 in 94 boys**

The Severe Impact on District Budgets
· Average cost (U. S. public schools) to educate a typical student: $9,688***.  Average cost to educate student with Autism: $22,500

· If a District is forced to outplace a student to a specialty school, costs per year increase between $50,000 and $100,000 per child

· Litigation costs due to contesting content of Individualized Educational Plans and definitions of appropriate interventions have increased exponentially.

· Materials for evidence-based intervention are expensive to produce, and difficult to share.
*According to U. S. Department of Education statistics (NCES 2007-064)
**Source: Autism Speaks and Autism Society of America

*** U. S. Census Bureau May 2007, range from low of $5257 (Utah) and high NY $14,119
5 Ways VizZle™ Can Help
The current economic recession and the high cost of specialty school placement justifies strategic investments in technology and processes that improve outcomes for students with autism, and keep special education students in their home schools.

Monarch Teaching Technologies offers VizZle™, a next-generation web-based subscription service for creating, sharing and playing visual language, interactive lessons for students in special education, especially those with autism and communication disorders.

1. Decrease the Likelihood of Litigation  
Provide leading-edge interventions based on sound research.  Increase parental satisfaction and improve student outcomes by enabling and promoting the sharing of lessons between home and school.
· VizZle™ is based on multiple-year research at Monarch Center for Autism by a Childrens Hospital Boston/Harvard Medical School team, as documented in Visual Language In Autism (Plural Press 2008)

· Web-based subscription provides seamless additions of new modules and enhancements.  Planned aggressive product development ensures continuous delivery of leading-edge capabilities.

· Visual language lessons are universally lauded, uncontroversial and used in conjunction with every major instructional paradigm for students with autism (ABA, TEACCH, Floortime, Monarch Model) 

· MTT provides discounted subscriptions to families with children in a subscribing school’s district 

· Parents can access student folders, increasing communication and collaboration with families without added reporting burden on staff.  

2.  Reduce Redundancy and Duplication of Effort  
Empower staff with efficient processes for exchanging lessons.  Decrease labor-intensive duplication of effort. Enable sharing within and between school teams for efficient collaboration.
· Dedicated student folders allow student’s team of intervention specialists, SLPs, OTs and Aides to easily share lessons and supports

· Appropriate for use with any age, state standard or IEP goal, so materials and templates found effective for a particular student can easily migrate with the student to new teams  

· Shared library allows staff to exchange lessons already proven effective in the classroom
3.  Shorten Time to Prepare Effective Materials  
Provide staff with cost-effective tools needed to quickly create effective, personalized lessons and materials.

· Easy-to-use lesson templates allow teachers to create personalized interactive books, matching boards, and games in a fraction of the time normally required to create individualized lessons

· Web-access allows staff to prepare and retrieve lessons from any location, at any time (even from home)

· Access to over 10,000 images, video clips and sound effects

· Ability to add personal images, video, and audio to lessons

· Shared lesson library lets teachers find specialized pre-made lessons by subject, age level or format

4.  Maximize Return on Current Technology Investments 
Enable staff to fully leverage technology the district has already invested in, such as smartboards, touch screens and computers.

· VizZle can be easily accessed on existing IT networks/computers

· VizZle is designed for touch-ability and use with Smartboards

5.  Improve Student Engagement and Outcomes 
Provide special education students with personalized lessons presented in formats proven to engage and improve outcomes.  Give staff access to templates and lessons created by specialists and proven effective in specialty classroom settings.
· Home access to classroom supports and materials generalizes materials across settings, improving outcomes.

· Lessons shared by expert staff allow staff with less experience to become immediately more effective.

· Personalized, interactive content has been demonstrated to effectively engage students with communication and development disorders, particularly autism. 

For more information, visit us on the Web at www.monarchTT.com
